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PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS



 

ATI ACCREDITATION

Accreditation of Programmes as Satisfying the Academic Requirements for the Professional Qualification of Associateship of the Textile Institute (CText ATI)

What is accreditation?

Accreditation is the approval of a programme, giving holders of the programme’s award exemption from the academic requirements for a Textile Institute professional qualification.
What is the Textile Institute?

The Textile Institute is an international organisation with some 4,000 individual members in over 80 countries.  Its mission is to promote professionalism and provide a global network for the long-term development of the textile industries.

The Textile Institute is incorporated in England by a Royal Charter, which gives the Institute the authority to award professional qualifications that are recognized internationally. The Institute is therefore able to offer members throughout the world the opportunity to enhance their standing in the textile community by the attainment of professional qualifications, such as the Associateship (ATI) and Chartered Membership of The Textile Institute (CText).

What does the Textile Industry cover?
The textile industry includes all who contribute in any way (including those supplying educational or training services, machinery or auxiliaries) to:

· the design, production, distribution, dyeing or finishing of fibres and fabrics of all types;

· yarns;

· woven, knitted and nonwoven fabrics;

· textile films;

· cordage and braids;

· clothing;

· footwear;

· household textiles;

· floorcoverings made from fibres, textile films, yarns and fabrics;

· geotextiles;

· medical, engineering, structural and other technical textiles;

· all other products made from fibres, fabric or other textile materials.

The Value of a Professional Qualification 
The professional qualification of the Textile Institute demonstrates that the holder has obtained a wide knowledge of textile materials at an appropriate depth, can apply that knowledge in a work situation and has demonstrated a high standard of professional competence. There are, therefore, both academic and experience-related components to the professional qualification.

One of the ways in which an applicant can demonstrate that they have acquired the required standard of academic knowledge is by holding a qualification that has been accredited as being of the appropriate level by a committee of academic and industrial experts from around the world.
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What are the Advantages of Accreditation to the Educational Establishment?
Accreditation of programmes benefits the establishment by: 

· setting the department/establishment in the focus of the world textile community;

· including the establishment in the listing of leading international textile education bodies;

· facilitating the maintenance of educational standards between different countries and specializations.

· providing an indication of programme quality and excellence of provision by an international peer-assessment process;

· promoting parity of esteem between those professionally committed to textiles and those in the other major professions (law, accountancy, engineering, etc);

· providing further opportunities for graduates to take up textiles-based careers;

· providing information for maintaining and strengthening the department/establishment against reduction of resources or unwelcome restructuring.

What is the Advantage for the Individual?

If a programme is accredited as fulfilling the academic requirements for the Associateship of the Textile Institute, graduates of that programme, having achieved the required standard and provided that they are or become members of the Textile Institute, will be eligible to apply for this internationally recognized professional qualification as soon as they have completed two years’ appropriate experience.  Since they will have already demonstrated that they have reached the appropriate academic standard, they will not be required to take any additional examinations, nor undergo any other investigation into their academic standing. Upon gaining the Associateship, they will then be entitled to call themselves Chartered Members of the Textile Institute and use the initials CText ATI.
Textile Institute qualifications are acknowledged by many national governments as well as by industry and commerce throughout the world.

What Kind of Programmes Are Eligible for 

Accreditation?

Textile and textile-related programmes of appropriate breadth and academic standard may be eligible for accreditation as fulfilling the academic requirements for the Associateship if they lead to qualifications that would normally satisfy entry requirements for higher degrees in educational establishments.  More detailed assessment criteria are given in Annex 1.
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How does an Establishment Apply for Accreditation?
Establishments wishing to submit a programme (or programmes) for accreditation should complete the application form and return it to The Textile Institute with the course documentation, in accordance with the template provided, copies of the University/College prospectus and the appropriate fee (see below).

All documentation should be in English where possible.

Fees

An administration fee of GB£100.00 is payable for each course submitted for accreditation or re-accreditation.

How is a Submission Assessed?

1. 
All submissions are considered by appropriate experts, who report to the Institute’s Diplomas Committee. Decisions taken by that Committee are then ratified by the Governing Council.

2.
Accreditation may be restricted to a specified standard in the appropriate examinations or to specified options within the programme.  Where a scheme of study is not approved for accreditation as fulfilling the academic requirements for ATI, it is policy to consider the possibility of the programme being accredited for Licentiateship (LTI).

3.
Final decisions on all matters relating to accreditation will be at the sole discretion of the Textile Institute, as advised by the appropriate committee.

4.
Accreditation will be communicated to the establishment in a letter signed by the Director of Professional Affairs.

5. An establishment having accredited programmes shall be required to keep the Textile Institute informed of major changes in programme structure or resources.

The Textile Institute

1st Floor, St James’s Buildings

Oxford Street

Manchester

M1 6FQ

UK

Telephone:
+44 (0) 161 237 1188

Telefax:
+44 (0) 161 236 1991

e-mail:

escott@textileinst.org.uk
web site:
http://www.textileinstitute.org
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Annex 1
  Assessment Criteria
1.
General Principles
1.1  
A scheme of study that merits accreditation for ATI must provide a vocationally oriented education in textiles or textile products (including fashion, clothing or footwear) in order to prepare graduates for participation in an appropriate branch of the industry or to undertake further relevant study or research. In particular, it must provide specialized knowledge in the chosen branch and a broad general knowledge of textiles materials upstream and downstream from that area of specialism.

1.2  
Coherence of programme structure should take precedence over consideration about detailed syllabuses.

1.3  
The length of programme will be dependent upon entry qualifications but, for example, for a first degree, would be expected to be equivalent to three years’ full-time study.

1.4  
Staff and facilities in the establishment concerned should be of an appropriately high standard.

1.5 Entry requirements must be of the appropriate standard.

2.
Programme Content
The minimum requirements of a programme leading to accreditation for the award of an ATI should be based on the following principles.  However, it can be developed with whatever flexibility is thought to be required, providing that the prescribed subject matter is incorporated and the level of attainment is acceptable. Some subject matter may be provided by options, if not in the mainstream of the programme.

2.1
Introduction  - basic knowledge which should achieve a good educational background applicable to the textile industry:

· fibre-based materials: processing, products made from textiles;

· appreciation of design, colour and fashion;

· introduction to principles of management;

· application to the textile industry of scientific, engineering and design principles (see also Note 1).

2.2 General Textiles  - which should ensure a good broad knowledge of textile materials, including an appreciation of the performance of textiles related to end-use (see also Note 2):

· raw materials, and yarn production;

· materials production;

· dyeing, printing and finishing;

· products made from textiles;

· computing and testing applied to textiles;

· engineering control OR quality control and assurance OR design portfolio.

2.3
Specialist Knowledge  - which should achieve a high level of all study in one area of the industry, including knowledge of the factors involved in manufacturing a fibre-based product that is specifically fit for the intended purpose:

· management studies (See also Note 3);

· specialist subjects in the science, technology or design of textiles (including a dissertation       OR portfolio and journal) (see also Note 4).
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Note 1 Science, Engineering and Design

Schemes of study submitted to obtain full exemption are likely to vary considerably in their treatment of science, engineering and design.  The minimum breadth and depth of treatment acceptable for full exemption will be judged in relation to the content of subjects under Note 4 (Advanced-level Work or Specialization).  It is recognised that, where the specialization is in design, the scientific content of a programme may be limited, but conversely such programmes would emphasise the foundations of design.  Judgement of a programme will be influenced by the minimum qualifications required for entry to the programme.

Note 2
 General Textiles Knowledge

All candidates for the Associateship are expected to have a broad general knowledge of textile materials upstream and downstream from their specialism, giving an understanding of the properties of fibres, the processing of fibres into fibre-based materials, dyeing and finishing, the properties and uses of fibre-based materials, and the design and manufacture of fibre-based products and their performance.  Although it is recognized that emphasis is bound to differ from one programme to another in the treatment of general textiles, an acceptably wide coverage at an appropriate level must be demonstrated.

Note 3 Management and Related Studies
To be approved for full exemption, schemes of study must contain components designed to make students aware of modern management methods and give them an appreciation of the structure of industry and commerce.

Note 4 Advanced-Level Work or Specialization
Schemes of study qualifying candidates for full exemption must include at least one subject or topic to be studied at an advanced level.  Suitable subjects for specialization include the traditional branches of textile technology, namely, yarn production, fabric production, dyeing and finishing, etc.  They also include management subjects, such as marketing of fibre-based products or production management; design subjects, such as woven design, knit design, or print design; and various aspects of clothing and footwear science, technology and design.  However the subjects for specialization are classified, schemes must show evidence of either advanced technical studies or management or design studies with a bias towards the fibre-based industries.
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